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"And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;“ – 

Ephesians 4:11



Lesson 1
Five-Fold Ministry 

Given by 
Jesus Christ 

THE MINISTRY OF   
AN APOSTLE

Apostles – sent to proclaim the gospel and establish churches:
A Sent One
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Lesson 1:  Ephesians 4:7-16
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ.

8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also 
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

10 He that descended is the same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
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Lesson 1:  Acts 5:12-16
12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs 
and wonders wrought among the people; (and they 
were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.

13 And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but 
the people magnified them.

14 And believers were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes both of men and women.)

15 Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the 
streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the 
least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow 
some of them.

16 There came also a multitude out of the cities round 
about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them 
which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were 
healed every one.
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Luke 9:1-5

1Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them 
power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.

2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to 
heal the sick.

3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, 
neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; 
neither have two coats apiece.

4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and 
thence depart.

5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that 
city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony 
against them.
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Commentary:
Lesson 1 - Five-Fold Ministry Given by Jesus Christ:  THE MINISTRY of An Apostle
Sunday, August 2, 2026

Apostles – sent to proclaim the gospel and establish churches.
 What Is an Apostle?

The word apostle didn’t originate as a Christian term. In Roman 
culture, an apostolos (Greek) was often a naval commander, 
general, or envoy sent to change the culture of a conquered region 
so it reflected Rome. They didn’t just enforce order with swords—
they reshaped societies.

That makes it a perfect word for the Kingdom. Apostles are “sent 
ones”—messengers and ambassadors of Christ sent to bring 
Kingdom culture into the world.

 In Scripture, apostles are:

Ambassadors of the Gospel

Messengers with divine orders
Catalysts for cultural transformation
Servants carrying the authority of God

Summary:

The Scriptures show that the ministry of a 
prophet is a divine gift (Ephesians 4:11–13, 1 
Corinthians 12:4–11), 
sent to edify the church (Romans 10:13–15), 
to testify the gospel (Acts 20:24), and 
to be a humble, faithful example (1 Timothy 
4:12, James 4:10). 

They are called to endure trials, handle God’s 
word with integrity, and preach with patience 
and doctrine 
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